CONSENT INFORMATION: User Oriented Collaborative Design Study
First name ________________
Olin College of Engineering, Needham, MA 02492


FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STUDY, CONTACT: Boris Dieseldorff, Gavin Boggs, Francys Scott, Caity Greeley, 781.292.2918, boris@students.olin.edu.

DESCRIPTION: You are invited to participate in an academic study which aims to teach students the fundamental principles of user-oriented collaborative design. The study will take place between January and May 2007. User-oriented collaborative design is the process of exploring a user group in depth to inform the design decisions that lead to product development. Our particular study focuses on tattoo artists and others involved in the industry. Our first objective will be to gain a greater understanding of the work and lives of these professionals. The planned outcome for this project is the design of a prototype product or service that would be useful to those in the industry.
A combination of the following methods will be used in the study to capture different aspects of your experience as a tattoo artist:

1) Non-intrusive observations, in which students will accompany you to obtain an impression of your life as a tattoo artist. The students will take notes, and if you permit, occasional photographs, to document their observations, and might ask questions which might be audiotaped.

2) Informal interviews, in which students will ask of you a set of questions regarding your experiences and motivations as a tattoo artist. The interviews might be audiotaped.

3) No more than 2 design exercises such as the creation of collages and photo diaries, in which you will be asked to participate in providing and organizing information associated with being a tattoo artist.

4) No more than 2 surveys, in which you will be requested to provide some information about your experiences and motivations as a tattoo artist.

RISKS: The potential risk is the inappropriate use of the information that is collected. To guard against this, access and use of the recorded information will be restricted to the students and faculty members working on the project. Every reasonable effort will be taken to keep your identity confidential. For instance, your name and your institution’s name will not be revealed in a public forum. Please do not disclose any information that you feel would put you at risk. Also, some people feel self-conscious when they are observed for the purposes of a study.
BENEFITS: The primary benefit is an educational experience in learning about the user-oriented collaborative design process. This project could lead to an improved professional experience by generating insights that lead to useful innovations. We also hope that this will be a fun and interesting experience for you. We do not guarantee that you will receive any benefits from this study.
TIME INVOLVEMENT: Your participation in this study will take up to 4-6 hours over two months.

PAYMENTS: You will not receive any form of compensation for participating in the study.

PARTICIPANT’S RIGHTS: Your participation is voluntary and you have the right to withdraw your consent or discontinue participation at any time. You also have the right to refuse to answer particular questions. If you have questions about your rights as a study participant, or are dissatisfied at any time with any aspect of this study, you may contact Professor Benjamin Linder by phone 617.852.9050.

Your willingness to participate is indicated below: 

You give consent to be observed during this study. (mark one):  __Yes  __ No

You give consent to be interviewed during this study. (mark one):  __Yes  __ No

You give consent to be audiotaped during this study. (mark one):  __Yes  __ No

You give consent to be photographed during this study. (mark one): __Yes  __ No

You give consent for the responses you provide during the interviews, design exercises and surveys and for the photographs taken during design exercises or during the observations to be used in academic presentations and publications. (mark one):  __Yes  __ No

The extra copy of this consent form is for you to keep.

This project has gone through a simulated Institutional Review Board (IRB) process designed specifically to educate students on the human subjects review process. This human subjects review process is not endorsed by an official IRB. It does not constitute formal human subjects review certification.

